
 
 

Industrial and government infrastructure impacts health and quality of life. So how can policies be changed to 

support environmentally resilient communities? And how can all people feel empowered to voice their right to 

healthy, safe, and environmentally resilient neighborhoods? Grassroots activists and a healthcare professional will 

discuss policy and sustainability efforts to address some of these challenges that neighborhoods in Providence face.  

SPEAKERS: 

Monica Huertas – The People’s Port Authority 

Monica Huertas is a mother of four and a wife. She serves as Executive Director of The 

People’s Port Authority, a group of Providence residents demanding community 

oversight over the Port of Providence and helps to lead the Racial and Environmental 

Justice Committee of Providence. She has lived in Providence her whole life and is a 

graduate of Rhode Island College. She has worked as a social worker, is a doula, and ran 

for City Council in Ward 10 in 2019.  

 

 

 

Vatic Kuumba – City Sustainability Commission, poet, activist 

Vatic Kuumba (he/him) is an artist, writer, and educator. Vatic is an Arts Facilitator for 

One Square World, a racial and climate justice organization, where he applies creativity 

as an essential tool for policy design, civic engagement, and popular education. Vatic is 

co-director and lead writer for MoralDocs (2021), an abolitionist transmedia project and 

virtual reality film. He was a collaborator on the creation of the City of Providence’s 

Climate Justice Plan and the Environmental Racism Resolution passed by Providence 

City Council in 2020, as part of the Racial and Environmental Justice Committee 

(REJC) in Providence. Vatic was Artist-in-Residence for the State Association of Arts Agencies in 2019. 

 

Dannie Ritchie, MD – Founder Community Health Innovations of RI 

Dianne (Dannie) Catherine Ritchie, MD, MPH, is a Clinical Assistant Professor of 

Family Medicine and affiliated faculty of Africana Studies at Brown University as well 

as the founder of Community Health Innovations of Rhode Island. Dr. Ritchie’s 

interest is in policies and social conditions that affect our health, our health care system 

and our well-being. Her work now involves working with Brown students, faculty and 

the diverse communities of Rhode Island at large to establish collaboration for greater 

community activity in social justice for health equity. Through her work on the 

Transcultural Community Health Initiative, initiated in 2003, she has created a 

Community Health Worker program, based on nationally recognized core competencies. This program is designed 

to stand alone or comprise part of an entry level career path for diverse underrepresented communities. 


