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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Historic preservation pays dividends for Rhode Island - its economy, its environment, and its quality of life. Because historic buildings, sites, and
neighborhoods are so fully integrated into the life of Rhode Island, there is a risk that the contributions of those resources will be overlooked or taken for
granted. This report was commissioned to measure historic preservation in Rhode Island in four areas: heritage tourism, the jobs and income generated
through the historic tax credit, and the contributions of historic preservation to quality of life and to the environment of Rhode Island.
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The historic resources of Rhode Island attract visitors who spend significant amounts of money, and the beneficiaries of those expenditures are local $200,000 . -
workers and businesses who are hosts to that market. Rhode Island welcomes 9.8 million heritage visitors each year. Those visitors add nearly $1.4 billion Tax Credit expenditures generate an additional 845,345
to the state’s economy. The spending of heritage visitors creates jobs for 19,000 workers directly, and another 7,000 indirectly. Those jobs generate $0 - ;‘h'":"fclt agd induced economic activity in

ode Island.

paychecks of nearly $1billion, including $602 million for direct jobs and $358 million for indirect and induced jobs. -$200,000
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PRESERVATION IS GREEN.
REUSE OF THE KINSLEY
BUILDING KEPT
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OF DEMOLITION DEBRIS
OUT OF THE LANDFILL.
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THE HISTORIC
DISTRICTS IN RHODE
ISLAND ARE VIRTUAL
MIRRORS OF THE
STATE AS A WHOLE IN
INCOME, RACE AND
ETHNICITY.

SHARE OF POPULATION GROWTH
2000-2015

Historic neighborhoods, both residential and commercial, are often the location

of choice for Millennials, new residents, small businesses, new businesses,

and the creative and knowledge industries. Of the population growth since

2000, more than half occurred within local historic districts. Furthermore, the

rich ethnic diversity and tradition of tolerance in Rhode Island is mirrored—

literally block by block—in the state’s historic districts. In Rhode Island, historic

preservation is at the center of the intersection of sustainable development and

fiscal responsibility. M Local Historic Districts
M Rest of Rhode Island

Funding for this report was generously provided by the van Beuren Charitable Foundation, the Rhode Island
Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission, and the National Trust for Historic Preservation.
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