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REMOVING BARRIERS - STRENGTHENING DEMOCRACY 

Youth Activism & Civic Responsibility 
Monday, March 15th at 6:00 PM 

Presented by: Lippitt House Museum & Providence League of Women Voters 

Why should everyone care that some communities are not active participants in our civic society? 

Recent tests to our country’s democratic processes remind us of the fragility of our system. For 

democracy to thrive it needs an educated electorate and systems that allow for full and fair 

participation by everyone.  

Student youth leaders with the Alliance of Rhode Island Southeast Asians for Education (ARISE), a 

program that combines leadership training and community organizing to mobilize Southeast Asian and 

other Rhode Island youth of color for education justice, will lead a conversation with Rhode Island civil 

rights leaders of earlier generations. They’ll discuss motivations for their civic engagement, similarities 

and differences in their strategies, barriers to overcome, and goals yet to realize. The youth leaders will 

share how ARISE’s emphasis on civic responsibility informs their activism. 
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Niamiah Jefferson, Rochelle Bates Lee, Samia Nash, Raymond Two Hawks Watson, Nancy Xiong 

 

NIAMIAH JEFFERSON Lead Organizer, ARISE | she/her/hers  

Niamiah Jefferson is a resilient Black Woman from Cranston Rhode Island that is a recent graduate from 

Ponaganset High School. Currently, she is a student at Wheaton College. Niamiah is majoring in 

sociology and business with a concentration in diversity and inclusion and is on track to be a Taylor and 

Lane social justice scholar. One quote Niamiah embodies is “Gaining knowledge is the first step to 

wisdom, and sharing it is the first step to humanity.” As an ever evolving individual, Niamiah has a deep 

desire to learn and constantly work to further educate herself. Since she is a strong believer in liberation 

through education, she uses what she learns to spread her knowledge to others. In being a part of ARISE 

for over 3 years, not only has Niamiah been given space to use and amplify her voice but she pays it 

forward by holding space for other youth to be unapologetically them. 

ROCHELLE BATES LEE Commissioner, RI Human Rights Commission 

Rochelle’s community service includes volunteer service as a Commissioner of RI Human Rights 

Commission, a past president of the Rhode Island Association of Fundraising Professionals; past Board 

Secretary and Vice Chair of the RI Public Transit Authority and served on RI’s 1691 Commission to 

examine focused upon better integrating African American history within public education. 
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Rochelle is a member of various non-profit boards promoting access to healthy food, living wage jobs 

and affordable housing, youth and family resources, health care, women’s rights, refugee settlement 

assistance, civic and voter engagement. She aalso volunteers with non-profits promoting financial 

literacy and small business lending. She is an alumnus of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, the 

University of Massachusetts, Boston University and Wellesley College. 

 

SAMIA NASH  Youth Organizer, ARISE | she/her/hers  

Hey y'all! My name is Samia Nash! I am a Trinidadian-American senior at Classical High School in 

Providence, Rhode Island. Though I was born in Rhode Island, I've moved up and down the East Coast 

from New York, Georgia, and back here to Rhode Island. Traveling was always something I cherished 

with my family since we go on trips when we'd get the chance. I've traveled to states such as Michigan, 

Virginia, Tennessee, Alabama, Maryland and much more, as well as out the country to Canada, Jamaica, 

and Trinidad y Tobago! Something you should also know about me is that I'm a musician! I'm dancing 

and singing any moment I get and that's usually all day! I guess that's the theater kid in me since I've 

worked with Trinity Repertory Company in musicals and participated in their Young Actors' Summer 

Institute (YASI). If I'm not in theater, I'm playing the guitar and drums or listening to my favorite artists 

like Beyoncé, Nicki Minaj or Tyler, the Creator. I joined the ARISE family in the summer of 2018 and 

participated in the Hidden Lotus and Math in the Lens of Social Justice programs. These programs 

helped me learn about myself, how to take care of my mental, physical and emotional states, and how 

to apply my mathematical skills to plan how to help disadvantaged, black and brown families financially! 

After working with ARISE that summer, I went on to connect with other youth organizations, such as 

Providence Student Union and DownCity Design as a member of the Student Advisory Board. I have 

learned how I can benefit my community and bring awareness to the injustices committed against 

people like me. I'm working with ARISE now to make our community better in every way possible! 

RAYMOND TWO HAWKS WATSON CEO/Founder, Providence Cultural Equity Initiative  

Raymond Two Hawks Watson is an Artivist, Community Activist, Educator, Cultural Practitioner and 

Convener with 15 years of experience in nonprofit executive administration.  Watson’s skills consist of 

program development & implementation, grant writing, motivational speaking, leadership & cultural 

equity consulting, community organizing and event planning, supplemented by an extensive background 

in promoting and supporting cultural equity initiatives and programming in the Rhode Island 

community.  Watson holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science from Union College in NY, a Masters 

Degree in Community Planning from the University of Rhode Island, and is a current Juris Doctorate 

Candidate at the Roger Williams University School of Law. Watson is also the recipient of the Rhode 

Island Foundation’s 2016 Innovation Fellowship 

NANCY XIONG Lead Organizer, ARISE | she/her/hers  

Nancy Xiong is a child of Hmong genocide survivors and was born in Providence, Rhode Island. During 

the Secret War in Laos and the Vietnam War, Nancy's parents, grandparents, and relatives fought 

against the Communist Party in Laos. Nancy’s parents arrived in the United States with hopes of 

freedom and opportunities. Yet those opportunities were nonexistent when they knew no one, 

struggled with the language barrier, and experienced difficulty adapting to this new land called home. 

They were not furnished with the necessary tools for survival. As a multilingual learner, Nancy navigated 

the education system mostly alone. These life-changing experiences instilled trauma in her life and 
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enabled her to develop resiliency as a first-generation college student. Nancy is empowered to create 

pathways for her and her community to break the cycle of poverty and intergenerational trauma and 

formulate opportunities for the next generations to thrive, not just survive by cultivating a space for us 

to heal. 

 

 

 


