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Preserve Rhode Island Awards $105,000 in 13 Grants to Nonprofits Across the
State to Repair Historic Buildings

Preserve Rhode Island, in partnership with The 1772 Foundation, has awarded around
$105,000 in one-to-one matching grants to 13 nonprofit organizations across the
Ocean State. These bricks-and-mortar investments will support urgent repairs and
long-term preservation at some of Rhode Island’s most treasured historic places. From
colonial-era meeting houses to industrial mills and civic halls, this year’s projects reflect
the rich diversity of the state’s architectural heritage—and the deep commitment of the
local stewards working to protect them. Since launching the program in 2020, Preserve
Rl has helped distribute around $830,000 in preservation funding across Rhode Island.

“The 1772 Foundation is truly an amazing partner that understands the importance of
supporting non-profits who own or manage historic sites. Rhode Island needs these
opportunities,” said Sheryl Hack, Executive Director of Preserve RI.

The 1772 Foundation’s mandate is to preserve historic structures across seven states
throughout the East Coast. They rely on statewide preservation organizations, like
Preserve RI, to help identify worthy projects and manage the local grant program.

The 2026 Recipients include:

Newport

Newport Historical Society-Wanton Lyman Hazard House- Awarded: $8,663

This project focuses on the exterior painting of clapboards and wood window
restoration of the Wanton Lyman Hazard House, originally builtin 1697. Designated a
National Historic Landmark, NHS seeks to spotlight the site’s diverse history,
particularly that of African American History as the site will be reenvisioned into the
Edward W. Kane & Martha J. Wallace Center for Black History.

Preservation Society of Newport County - The ElIms — Awarded: $10,000

Grant funds will support the steam cleaning and repointing of the balustrade and
stairs on the back lawn of The EIms. The site was listed as a National Historic
Landmark and designed by architect Horace Trumbauer in 1901. Many of the mortar
joints along the balustrade and stairs are failing and re-pointing will ensure the
structural integrity and safety of visitors to the property.
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Newport Restoration Foundation - The William Vernon House — Awarded: $3,930
This project focuses on digital 3D building scans that will serve as the technical
foundation for accurate construction drawings. The Vernon House, originally built in
1708, is listed as a National Historic Landmark and listed on the National Register of
Historic Places. Based on a recent Historic Structure Report, the house is in urgent
need of significant repairs to the exterior envelope and structural systems. 3D scans
will effectively address these conditions and support the first phase of construction.

Redwood Library & Athenaeum - Redwood Library & Athenaeum — Awarded: $10,000
Exterior painting of the west and south facade of the Redwood Library. The building
is the first purpose-built library in a Neo-Palladian style by architect Peter Harrison in
1747-50, listed as a National Historic Landmark, it is oldest continuously operating
library in its original location. The exterior facade is showing significant signs of paint
loss and painting will mitigate future damage.

Exeter

Exeter Grange #12 - Exeter Grange #12 — Awarded: $10,000

This project will address much needed exterior carpentry repairs and painting to the
Exeter Grange builtin 1904. The grange is endeavoring to restore the building to its
former use to uphold the Grange’s mission as a gathering place for community
events and to serve families and communities.

Foster

Foster Preservation Society - Mount Hygeia Schoolhouse — Awarded: $9,350
Funds will be used to repair the clapboard siding, trim, window frames, and a full
exterior painting. The 1840 schoolhouse is Foster's last unaltered historic
schoolhouse, and the society is endeavoring to restore the building as a museum
demonstrating a historically correct look into the rural education of Foster’s past.

Glocester

Glocester Heritage Society - Reuben Mason Souse House— Awarded: $3,500
This project involves repairing the basement windows and frames, reglazing, and
painting of all window sash; repairing entry doors and sills; and repainting all
elevations of the Reuben Mason Souse House. The exact date of the house is



unknown; however, it served as a field hospital during the American Revolution and
was used during the Dorr Rebellion in 1842. It now serves as a house museum and
has a room dedicated to Thomas W. Dorr.

Bristol

Benjamin Church Senior Center - Benjamin Church Home — Awarded: $7,750

This project involves painting the south elevation and two sides of the Benjamin
Church Home. Built in 1908, the house is listed on the National Register of Historic
Places and serves as a senior center for Bristol's elderly residents offering daily
programming, social events, meals, transportation assistance, and wellness
programs.

Providence

Preserve Rhode Island - Jeremiah Dexter House — Awarded: $7,522

The project is for full exterior painting, including rust prevention applied to exposed
nails and touch up paint for storm windows on all elevations. Dexter house, built in
1754, is an example of early Providence farmhouses and individually listed on the
National Register of Historic Places. Its historical significance is due to being the only
early surviving Providence farm settlement and the site of the French encampment of
Vicomte de Rochambeau's army on the property in 1782.

Smithfield

Revive the Roots - Mary Mowry House — Awarded: $8,000

This project involves repainting large areas of peeling paint, exposed clapboard
siding and repairs to moldings and windowsills. The Mary Mowry House, built in
1750, stands on a five-acre property adjacent to an 18-acre property overseen by
Revive the Roots, an organization focusing on sustainable agriculture. The house is
currently used as an office and residence for the organization.

East Providence

Friends of Pomham Rocks Lighthouse - Pomham Rocks Lighthouse — Awarded:
$10,000

Funding will be used for replacing the non-historically accurate and deteriorating
chimney with a rebuilt historically accurate chimney based on original architectural



drawings and photos. Pomham Rocks Lighthouse, listed on the National Register of
Historic Places is the northernmost lighthouse in Narragansett Bay, was designed by
Vermont architect Albert Dow in 1871. Currently, the lighthouse serves as a museum
with exhibits pertaining to the lighthouse and individuals who cared for it. The rebuilt
chimney will not only restore the historic accuracy of the building but will protect it
from increasing weather conditions.

Warwick

Warwick Historical Society - John Waterman Arnold House — Awarded: $6,650

This project involves a complete repainting and lead mitigation of the exterior of the
John Waterman Arnold House. Builtin 1710 and listed on the National Register of
Historic Places, it is open to the public year-round as a representation of 19" century
living.

East Greenwich

Kent County Community Development - Weaver House — Awarded: $10,000

Funds will be used to replace the roof of the 1833 Weaver House and will resolve
existing water infiltration during heavy rainstorms. Originally built as housing for mill
workers, the property is currently used as deed-restricted affordable housing and is
comprised of five units.

Awardee Photos

About Preserve Rhode Island

Preserve Rhode Island is Rhode Island'’s statewide advocate for historic places. The 70-
year-old nonprofit provides guidance for local preservation groups, finds productive
and adaptive reuses for threatened buildings, advocates for the revitalization of historic
places to stimulate local economies, and engages the community through public
programs at Lippitt House Museum.

About the 1772 Foundation

The 1772 Foundation was named in honor of its first restoration project, Liberty Hall
in Union, NJ, which was builtin 1772 and is the ancestral home of the Livingston and
Kean families. The late Stewart B. Kean was the original benefactor of The 1772
Foundation. The 1772 Foundation works to ensure the safe passage of historic assets
to future generations. More information about The 1772 Foundation may be found at
www.1772foundation.org.
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