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 Protecting and activating historic places for the benefit of all Rhode Islanders.

The newly rehabilitated 
Valentine Whitman House  
(c. 1696) in Lincoln.
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Collaborated with like-minded 
organizations to advocate for State 
Historic Tax Credits, yielding $28 million 
in new funding.  

Provided “CPR” for threatened 
properties as part of our 
Community Preservation 
Response program. This year 
alone we worked on 24 projects 
in 17 towns, including speaking 
up against proposed demolitions 
in Tiverton, Barrington, Bristol, 
Warren, and Narragansett.  

Continued our Stone Wall Initiative on Aquidneck Island. Over the last three years, 
in partnership with the Preservation Society of Newport County, we restored over 
1,800 linear feet of stone walls thanks to the hard work of more than 50 volunteers. 

Raised awareness of the positive 
impact that historic preservation 
has across our state on issues 
like affordable housing, economic 
revitalization, and environmental 
sustainability, by celebrating ten 
2022 Rhody Awardees, from 
Woonsocket to Westerly. 

2.

Produced a new study on 
Stone Enders that expanded 
the number of confirmed 
Stone Enders from 9 to 14, and 
provided new theories as to 
why this architectural style is 
found only in Rhode Island.  

Continued to care for the 
historic buildings under our 
stewardship, including repairing 
brownstone steps at Lippitt 
House Museum and installing  
a new roof at Walker House.

Built on Lippitt House Museum’s 
successful adult English Language 
Learner program by creating a new 
Civics class to help prepare students for 
their US citizenship test while learning 
Rhode Island history and improving their 
English skills.  

3.

1.

4. 5.

6. 7.

8. 9.
Added two new preservation easements to our 
growing portfolio— Smithfield’s Mowry House 
(below) and Lincoln’s Valentine Whitman House—
protecting these properties in perpetuity. 

Top 10 
Achievements 
for 2022

Partnered with The 1772 Foundation to grant 
$125,000 of funding annually for preservation 
projects across Rhode Island. In the past three 
years we have made more than 40 grants  
to local non-profits for capital projects. 

State historic tax 
credits make projects 
like Warwick’s Pontiac 
Mills possible.

The restored Perry Gristmill in South 
Kingston was one of the 2022 Rhody 
Awardees.

Volunteers at Norman Bird Sanctuary, Middletown.

Providence’s Wedding Cake 
House took on roof repair 
work thanks to a 1772 Grant.
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In addition to contributions that directly supported Preserve RI’s programs and operations as 
shown on these charts, last year we raised over $220,000 as fiscal sponsor and project manager  
to support preservation projects across the state.

Financials
In the early 1990s, the town of Lincoln 
saved the Valentine Whitman Jr. House 
from demolition thanks to the leadership 
of volunteers who convinced the town 
to purchase the 1696 building—arguably 
the best example of a Rhode Island Stone 
Ender in the state. For the next 30 years, 
volunteers managed the property as a house 
museum; however, without an endowment 
or significant revenues from rentals or tours, 
the town struggled to keep up with the 
maintenance of the historic building. Many 
historic sites in Rhode Island face similar 
challenges when it comes to planning for 
the long-term preservation of their historic 
buildings.

The town approached us back in 2018 
for advice. When they realized that $600 
thousand in repair work was needed, they 
asked us to help find alternatives. Our 
solution: give Preserve RI the house on the 
condition that we rehabilitate the house 
back into a residential home—keeping the 
historic details but adding modern amenities 
like a 21st century kitchen and baths. After 
rehabilitation, Preserve RI would sell the 
property to recoup most of our costs. In 
August 2021, the town transferred the 

property to us, and we began a year-long 
rehabilitation of the property. Sold in October 
2022, with a historic easement protecting the 
exterior, interior, and setting in perpetuity, the 
house is in excellent condition and has new 
stewards to love the home. Instead of being 
a liability, this historic house continues to 
add to the character of Great Road and now 
contributes to the town’s tax rolls.

Preserve RI is uniquely positioned to help 
historic site stewards struggling with rising 
stewardship and programming costs and 
declining human and financial resources. The 
situation for some historic sites has become 
dire. As “preservation problem solvers” we 
have the expertise to identify a new future 
for historic assets and assist in transitioning 
stewardship to a sustainable model.

PROJECT SPOTLIGHT 

10. Found a new solution for a former 
house museum.

2022 OPERATING REVENUE*  |   $812,213

Right: The 
original floors 
and fireplaces 

are protected in 
perpetuity.  

Below: Putting a 
new cedar shingle 
roof on Valentine 

Whitman. 

*Unaudited Financials

2022 OPERATING EXPENSE*  |   $760,163

10%
Fee for Service  
& Admissions

38%
Endowment 
Distributions

34%
Contributions  
& Sponsorships

2%
Other

12%
Rental 
Income4%

Grants

3%
Office & General

3%
Outreach

5%
Insurance

8%
Facility &  
Utilities

71%
Personnel

10%
Professional 
Fees

*Unaudited Financials
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Strategic Plan

In 2022 our board and staff completed a new Strategic Plan that will guide our work for the next 
several years. With input from community stakeholders across the state, the plan builds on our 
successes and addresses both new and ongoing concerns facing Rhode Islanders. 

Our mission: To protect and activate historic places for the benefit of all Rhode Islanders.

Priorities for 2023

•	 Make the case for activating historic properties in Rhode Island, illustrating how safeguarding 
historic places produces economic, environmental, and cultural benefits for all Rhode Island 
communities.  

•	 Take direct action to protect and activate historic places, particularly working with municipal 
and nonprofit owners to protect properties and find economically sustainable uses for the 
future.

•	 Continue to help community advocates by speaking up for historic places and influencing 
decision makers to take good care of community historic assets.

Strengthen support for 
the preservation of 

historic places.

INFLUENCE

Help people preserve 
the historic places 

that matter to them.

EMPOWER

ENGAGE
Motivate people to connect 

with historic places so that all 
Rhode Island communities can 
reap cultural, environmental, 

and economic benefits.

Protect historic places 
through direct action, 

stewardship, 
collaboration, and 

innovation.

ACT

Build Preserve RI’s 
capacity to better 
serve the growing 

preservation needs 
across our 

state’s diverse 
communities.

STRENGTHEN

PRIORITIES 
AND GOALS

Planning for the Future

“Historic preservation isn’t just a nice thing to do —  
it’s a key economic and community development  

strategy for Rhode Island.” 

~ Valerie Talmage, Executive Director

Providence’s Dexter House (c. 1754)  
is home to Preserve RI’s headquarters.
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$50,000 & Higher
The 1772 Foundation
van Beuren Charitable Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth R.  
  Woodcock*

$10,000 - $49,999
Anonymous
Estate of Barbara Levine 
Norman Bird Sanctuary /  
  Aquidneck Stone Wall Initiative
Mrs. Luise Strauss*
Town of Smithfield / Preservation  
  Easement

$5,000 - $9,999
David Abbott+*
Christina and Duncan Cocroft*(L)
Daughters of the American  
  Revolution
Jerry W. Dauterive, Ph.D.+*(L)
Mr. and Mrs. William W.  
  Kenyon+*(LP)
Residential Properties, Ltd.
Revive the Roots / Preservation  
  Easement
Rhode Island Historical  
  Preservation and Heritage  
  Commission
Salve Regina University
Jennifer and Chris Suellentrop+*(L)
The Carter Family Charitable Trust
The Hope Foundation
The Preservation Society of  
  Newport County
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Woolsey+*(L)

$1,000 - $4,999
Gerald Abbott*
Sheryl Amaral*
Jeanne Amato* and  
  J. Michael Abbott+*(L)
Shantia Anderheggen*
Janice Anthony* and  
  Michael A. Sherry+*
Belvoir Properties, LLC
Eliza and Steven Beringhause*(L)
Sheila+*and Richard Brush*
James Buttrick*(LP)
Abigail Campbell-King+*
Campus Fine Wines (L)

Kristen A. Carron, Esq.+*
Arnold Buffum Chace, Jr.*
Joanne Chang* and Daniel Kwan*
Coastline Trust Company (L)
Dalkey Management, LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis D. Dana*(L)
DBVW Architects, Inc.
Jeremiah E. de Rham+*
Kristin DeKuiper+*
Jeremiah Dexter Family Fund
Dimeo Contruction Company
Wendy Nicholas Dorsey*(LP)  
  and James Dorsey*(LP)
Jane Driver*
Easy Entertaining (L)
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. I.  
  Goddard+*
Greene | Sweeney (L)
Heritage Restoration, Inc.
Historic Wickford
Kirk & Company
League of Women Voters of  
  RI Education Fund (L)
Catherine Lund*(L)  
  and Peter Karczmar*(L)
Frank and Elizabeth Rollins  
  Mauran*(L)
Mrs. Louise Mauran*(L)
Sue and Peter Metzger*
Roberta Mundie*
Amy Oakley+*
Elisabeth and Ronald J. Onorato+*
Parsons Capital Management, Inc.
Partridge Snow & Hahn LLP
John Peixinho*
Brett N. Pelletier+*
Tom Peterson*
Mr. and Mrs. Torre Peterson*
Christopher G. Ponder+*
Providence Revolving Fund
Michael W. Rossi, Ph.D.*
Deborah and Chrales Royce*
Kathleen A. Ryan, Esq+*
Ryan, LLC 
William D. Saunders*(L)
Jonathan N. Savage*
B. Clarkson Schoettle+*
Susan and Dwight Sipprelle*
Susan and Austin Smith*(L)
Amy and Tobiah Sonder+*
South County Tourism Council
South Kingstown Land Trust
Starkweather & Shepley Insurance  
  Brokerage, Inc.
Theresa Guzman Stokes+*
Valerie A Talmage*(L)
The Foundry Associates, L.P.

The Public Archaeology  
  Laboratory, Inc. 
The Washington Trust Company
Janet N. Walker*(W)
Rosalind M. Weir+*
John Wilder*
Roger Williams University
Shawen Williams*(L)  
  and Andrew MacKeith*(L)
WinnCompanies
Deirdre and David Wrenn*(L)
Josephine and Harrison Wright*
Dr. Mark C Zeller*

$500 - $999
Adler’s Design Center & Hardware
Holly and Joseph Andrus
Anonymous
BankRI
Ian Barnacle
Kimberly Smith Barnett+
Rebecca J. Bertrand+(L)
Brewster Thornton Group  
  Architects, LLP
Vincent Buonanno
Elizabeth and Zechariah Chafee (L)
Chifferobe Atelier (L)
Citizens Bank, N.A.
City & Estate Gardener
Eileen Collins and Brandt Heckert
Crocker Architectural Sheet Metal  
  Company, Inc.
Julie and Stephen DeLeo
John Lyman Dyer
Epsilon Associates, Inc.
Historic New England
Abigail Jenkins and Jeffrey Boal
KITE Architects, Inc.
LLB Architects
Erica Luke+
Paula and Marr Marcello
Marion and Michael Mariner (L)
Pauline Metcalf (L)
Bradford J. Preston
Dawn and James Robertson (L)
Carole Saracco (L)  
  and Tomas Fratini (L)
Lucy Saunders (L) in honor of  
  Catherine Saunders
Jenny and Stephen Schweich (L)
Sally Strachan (L)
David Tapalian (L)
Maureen Taylor(L)  
  and Dexter Strong (L)
The Donnelley Foundation (L)

2022 Donors The Granny Squibb’s Company (L)
TRAC Builders, Inc.
Meera Viswanathan  
  and Eric Widmer
Christine West
Michelle Wilcox
Christopher T. Wise

$100 - $499
Mr. and Mrs. Lucien D. Agniel, Jr.
Mary Lee and Peter Aldrich
Susan and Peter Allen
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous (L)
Helen D. Anthony (L)
Daniel Arpin (L)
Artcare Resources, LLC
Gary Avigne (L)
Deborah and James Baldwin
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Batchelor
Beavertail Lighthouse Museum  
  Association
Arria and Harrison Bilodeau
Kate Bird (L)
Michael Crawford Booth
Anne and Edward Bozzi (L)
Nicholas Brown (L)
Thomas Bryson
Eleanor Chance Burgess
E. W. Burman, Inc.
James Burress
Mr. and Mrs. Carlo N. Calcagni (L)
Elaine Caldarone
Charles Calenda (L)
James Carlino (L) in memory  
  of Mrs. Oliver F. Ames
Lisa Carnevale
Mary Ann Caws (L)
Inge Chafee (L)
Melissa and Quentin Chafee (L)
Chestnut Street Woodworking
Lisa Churchville
Cirrus Structural Engineering
Abigail Congdon
Michael Corcoran
Richard Corso (L)
Hollie Courage (L)
Trudy Coxe
Michael Dacey
Peter Damon
Julia and Thomas Day (L)
Cornelis de Boer
Elizabeth Debs (L)
Charmane D. Delisle (L)
Morgan Devlin (L)  
  and Karl Treen (L)
Lillian Dick
Nancy and Michael Donohue
East Providence Historical Society
Dr. Mary-Beth Fafard (L)
Dr. Elaine Fain and Mr. Barry Fain

Dr. Frank John Faltus
Fred Faria
Maia Farish
Hope and James Farrell (L)
Barbara Feibelman  
  and Kenneth Orenstein
Eleanor Ferguson
Nate Finch (L)
Dr. and Mrs. Edwin G. Fischer (L)
Brigid Flynn (L)
Michael B. Fox (L) in memory  
  of Mrs. Oliver F. Ames
Glenn Gardiner
Kristie Gardiner
Ken Garrepy
Dr. Mark Geist (L)
Carol Gibson and Tim Wasco
Cate and Richard Gilbane
Natalie Go (L)
Shirlyne Gobern
Ellen Grebstein
Linda Green
Caroline G. Gregory
Grow & Preserve North Kingstown
David Guertin
Anne and Robert Hall
Alison Hammatt Home
Elaine Heebner (L) (LP)
Heritage Alliance of Pawtucket
Sarah and Eric Hertfelder (L)
Nancy and Doug Hinman
Sue and Mike Hogan (L)
Scott W. Hudson
Janet and Warren Jagger
Petra Jenkins (L)
Louis F. Jodry
Ashley Kalus (L)
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Keen
Doug Kelleher
Daniel Kertzner
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Kessler, Jr.
Xaykham Khamsyvoravong
Susan and Louis Kirschenbaum
Linna and William Kite
Emily Kloeblen (L)
Jeanne and Michael LaFerriere
Deborah Lamm
Landscape Elements, LLC
Beverly Landstreet
James Lathrop (L)
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence D. Lavers
Francis J. Leazes, Jr.
Virginia Leslie
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Lewis (L)
Donald Lewis (L)
Thomas Liguori
Carol and Robert Lincoln
Susan and Mark Lippitt (L)
Leon J. Lombardi (L) in memory  
  of Mrs. Oliver F. Ames
Katherine Long
Erin Lynch (L)
Georgina Macdonald

Susan Marcus
Massachusetts Historical Society (L)  
  in memory of Mrs. Oliver F. Ames
Frank Mauran (L)
Rhonda McBurney (L)
Carley McEnery
Elizabeth McMillen
Alison and Donald McNaughton
Charles E. Millard, Inc.
Charles A. Miller, III & Birch Coffey
Sarah and E. Pierre Morenon
T.F. Morra Tree Care, Inc.
Louise and Charles Nadler (L)
Lisa and Phillip Nason
Lana M. Nathe
Newport Restoration Foundation
E.F. O’Donnell & Sons Co., Inc.
Elise O’Shaughnessy
Jane Parker (L)
Dawn Pasquin (L)
Dylan Peacock and Miki Kicic
Rachel Peirce
Christine Pellegri
William Penn
Providence Preservation Society
Jenny and Richard Prull
Judith Queen (L)
Cristen Raucci
Alexandra Reynolds (L)
Rhode Island Council for  
  the Humanities
Kevin James Richard  
  and Mark Engelter (L)
Michelle Richards
Rebecca R. Riley
Mr. and Mrs. Roland R. Rivet
Charles Brent Runyon
Kaity Ryan
Kim Salerno
Amy Salinger (L)
Earl A. Samson
Catherine Saunders (L)
Barbara and Paul Schurman
Julie and Henry Sharpe
Mrs. Peggy Sharpe
Mary A. Shepard (L)
Jane and Deming Sherman
Gregory Slattery
Mayor Brett Smiley (L)
Madeline Smith
Barbara Sokoloff Associates, Inc.
Julie and Charles Steedman (L)
Linda Steere
Sweenor Builders
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Taft, IV (L)
Laura Tancinco
Carrie Taylor (L)
Anne Tillinghast
Elise Torello
Eugenie McPherson-Trevor  
  and John Trevor, IV
Kristen van Liew 
Victoria Veh

LEGEND: 
+ Trustee 
* Anchor Circle  
 Member 
(L) Lippitt House    
 Museum Donor
(LP) Legacy Partner
(W) Walker House
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Mary Brooks Wall
Suzanne J. Ward (L)
Rachel Weiser (L)
Alice Westervelt (L)
Allison and Carter Wilkie
Scott Wolf

Under $100
Traci Adedeji (L)
Susan Anderson
Priscilla Angelo  
  and John Eng-Wong
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Ann E. Arnold
Cherry and Paul Bamberg
Judith Barlow
Alice H. R. H. Beckwith (L)
Lisa and Anthony Bliss
Andrew Boucher (L)
Ellie Brown (L)
Elizabeth Bullock  
  and Stephen Jordan
Bruce Chafee (L)
Natalie Coletti (L)
Elizabeth and Michael Cullen
Dr. Deborah Del Gais
Jane Desforges and Michael White
Nancy and Donald Doucette
William Douglas, Jr.
Michelle Drum
Norine Duncan (L)
Dr. and Mrs. Wayne Durfee

Kitty Durtschi, MSW
Alexandra Earle
Adam Fess (L)
Joshua Friedmann (L)
David and Karen Gleason
Charles Goldfine (L)
Cheryl Hall
Stuart Hardy
Dr. Daniel S. Harrop (L)
Elisabeth M. Head (L)
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Herbst (L)
Pamela and Henry Hirschfeld (L) in  
  memory of Mrs. Oliver F. Ames
Maria Hoey
James Hopkins
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Jenkins (L)
Charlotte E. Johnson
Robert Johnson
Craig Johnson
Neal Kaplan
David Kelleher
Dennise Kowalczyk
Peter H. LaFreniere
Camilla Lee (L)
Steven Levine (L)
Catherine Lippitt (L)
Wendy MacGaw
Leigh Maroney (L)
Marilyn Mattera
Anne McAuliffe-O’Donnell 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert McCorry
Elizabeth and David McNab
John Mensinger
Sydney Montstream-Quas
Mr. and Mrs. Douglass Morse
Shawn Murray
Narragansett Historical Society

Dawn M. Neto
Dr. Patricia Nolan (L)  
  and Dr. John Nolan (L)
Peter Nunes
Dr. and Mrs. Robert O’Neill
Claudia Philbrick
Carol Prest
Susanna Prull
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Recasino
Emile Reich (L)
Barbara Rhine
William Ricci (L)
Naydine Rock
Carol and Edward Sanderson
John Scanlon
Ms. Celia Lippitt Snow (L)
Thomas J. Sojka (L)
Cecilia St. Jean
Jeffrey Staats
Mrs. Alice Lippitt Steyaart (L)
Kristine and Everett Stuart
Debbie Suggs
Catherine Taylor (L)
Wayne Trissler
Jaylee Walter (L)
Tara Watkins
Kate and Duncan Welch (L)
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Wilks (L)
Carter Williams (L)
Joan and Richard Youngken

Matching Gift Corporations
401Gives 
Ryan, LLC 

Legacy Partners
Mr. James Buttrick
Ms. Wendy Nicholas Dorsey and Mr. James Dorsey
Ms. Elaine Heebner
Mr. and Mrs. William W. Kenyon
Mr. James Serzan

2022 Board of Trustees
Elizabeth Alexander Goddard, co-Chair
William W. Kenyon, co-Chair
John M. Woolsey, co-Chair
David Abbott
J. Michael Abbott
Kimberly Smith Barnett
Rebecca J. Bertrand
Sheila Brush
Abigail Campbell-King
Kristen A. Carron, Esq.
Jerry W. Dauterive, Ph.D.
Kristin DeKuiper
Erica Luke

Amy Oakley
Brett N. Pelletier
Christopher G. Ponder
Kathleen A. Ryan, Esq.
Michael A. Sherry
Amy Sonder
Jennifer Suellentrop
Theresa Guzman Stokes
Rosalind M. Weir

We welcome to the Board of Trustees for 2023
Jeremiah E. de Rham
Ronald J. Onorato
B. Clarkson Schoettle

Staff
Valerie Talmage, Executive Director
Tom Peterson, Director, Development & Communications
Carrie Taylor, Director, Lippitt House Museum
Paul Trudeau, Program & Property Manager
Naydine Rock, Manager-Development & Special Events
Cathy Saunders, Lippitt Curator of Education
Emma Sheridan, Program Coordinator
Jane Bird, Lippitt House Museum Associate

MATCHING GIFTS, PARTNERS, TRUSTEES, AND STAFF:

Through the generosity of friends and family in memory of Duncan “Hunt” Mauran, the Hunter 
Family Music Series was established in 2005 at Lippitt House Museum. Today those gifts continue 
to support live performances at the Museum. During the summer of 2022, Rhode Island artists 
performed at two afternoon concerts bringing community members together on the historic 
Lippitt House grounds. The outdoor concerts create an opportunity to celebrate local talent and the 
arts in Rhode Island. We are grateful for the support of Lippitt House Museum donors who make 
programs like this possible.

Visit LippittHouse.org and follow the Museum on social media for information about tours and 
other programs.

LIPPITT HOUSE MUSEUM’S  
SUMMER CONCERTS IN THE GARDEN 

LEGEND: 
+ Trustee 
* Anchor Circle  
 Member 
(L) Lippitt House    
 Museum Donor
(LP) Legacy Partner
(W) Walker House

“When our local historic society was struggling to find solutions  
for the old Jail, Preserve RI consulted and educated us.  

We ultimately decided a preservation easement (held by Preserve RI) 
coupled with a private sale was the right decision for us.” 

~ Jen Suellentrop, East Greenwich Historic Preservation Society 

Caribbean soul 
artist Becky 
Bass performs 
in the Lippitt 
House Museum’s 
garden in 
Providence.



Preserve Rhode Island  
957 North Main Street  
Providence, RI 02904   
401-272-5101  |  staff@preserveri.org

Make a Donation to your statewide advocate for Rhode Island’s historic places

Become a Member as an individual, business, or non-profit

Join our Anchor Circle and become a leading supporter of our work

Be a Life-long Learner and Volunteer with our stone wall repair initiative

Follow Us @PreserveRI on Facebook, Instagram and via our e-News

Become involved at  
PreserveRI.org

Lippitt House Museum’s  
English Language Learner 
participants enjoy the garden.


