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OUR GROWING PORTFOLIO OF EASEMENTS  
PROVIDES A SECURE FUTURE FOR HISTORIC PROPERTIES

Old Kent County Jail, East Greenwich (2021)

Blithewold, Bristol (2019)

Valentine Whitman House, Lincoln (2022)

The Parsonage, Little Compton (2023) 



Rescued the State Historic Tax Credit Program 
for another year. Each year, this effective 
economic development and preservation 
program is in danger of sunsetting without the 
collaboration of like-minded organizations, 
stakeholders, and politicians. 318 historic 
buildings have been rehabilitated since the 
program was established in 2001, catalyzing 
more than $2.2 billion in investment in Rhode 
Island communities. We are now assessing the 
impact of recent changes to the program.     

Alerted communities on the need for stronger 
demolition delay bylaws at a local level. With 
multiple high-profile demolitions of historic 
properties, we realized cities and towns are 
not adequately prepared to defend against 
demolition. We encourage strong demolition 
delay bylaws that require project proponents 
to document their thorough consideration of 
alternatives and allow for community input.  

Responded to over 40 calls in 17 communities 
across Rhode Island—providing advice and 
expertise. Our CPR (Community Preservation 
Response) Program helps communities forestall 
demolition, provides technical assistance on best 
practices, recommends experienced contractors, 
supports local preservation efforts, fends off 
attacks to historic preservation ordinances, and 
advocates for design that complements the 
character of historic settings.   
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1.Top 10 
Achievements 
for 2023

Provided $125,000 in funding to 16 non-profit 
organizations for work on historic buildings. 
In partnership with The 1772 Foundation, we 
offered non-profits matching grants for capital 
projects at historic sites around the state.  Over 
the last four years, 50 grants totaling $500,000 
have been awarded—and the funder has 
approved the program for 2024 and 2025. 

Top: Greene Farm in Warwick utilized our CPR services to plan a new 
future for this property. Middle: This house and three others on Angell 
St. in Providence were demolished in 2023. Bottom: Ponham Rocks,  
East Providence, received a 1772 grant in 2023. 

We made our easement program more accessible to owners, while strengthening its enforceability in 
the future. This year we added an additional property to our portfolio, The Parsonage in Little Compton, 
protecting it in perpetuity—with three more easements in the works!

Improved and expanded our Historic Preservation Easement Program. 5.

A Historic Preservation Easement is a binding 
legal agreement that protects select historic and 
architectural qualities of a property, ensuring they 
will not be destroyed or inappropriately altered. An 
easement with Preserve RI provides homeowners 
and organizations the peace of mind that they can 
transfer or sell their property, knowing we will 
monitor the property in perpetuity. It also provides 
subsequent owners direct access to professional 
preservation advice and expertise. No two 
easements are the same—each is custom crafted to 
meet the needs of owners and the preservation of 
the place.

2.

4.

What is a Preservation Easement?
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The Parsonage, Little Compton (Photo: Ellery Yahia for 
Mott & Chace Sotheby’s International Realty) 

Mowry House, Lincoln
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Top: Students preparing for citizenship and their families enjoy a  
tour of Lippitt House Museum. Middle: Paragon Mills in Providence  
created 101 low- and middle-income affordable housing units (Aaron 
Usher III Photography). Bottom: Preserve RI staff visiting Ponham 
Rocks, East Providence.

Continued good stewardship 
practices with our own historic 
properties.

Expanded our community impact by partnering 
with literacy organizations. Lippitt House 
Museum continues to provide outreach 
education for adult English Language Learners by 
offering a civics class to prepare immigrants for 
their US citizen exam. Over 130 adult learners 
participated in the multipart class, including field 
trips to Lippitt House Museum in 2023. 

8.

Increased our capacity to expand programs 
and meet the rising demand for services by 
hiring a new full-time Property Manager and 
promoting Paul Trudeau to be our new Director 
of Preservation. These personnel changes are 
improving our ability to respond to demands for 
preservation services, as well as helping sustain 
the organization.    

Raised awareness of the valuable benefits 
historic preservation has in Rhode Island. 
Each year we honor the best in preservation at 
the Rhody Awards, shining a spotlight on the 
extraordinary work going on across the state 
and the value historic preservation brings to all 
communities. Two projects—Paragon Mills and 
Copley Chambers—highlighted the important 
role historic preservation plays in creating 
affordable housing. 20% of RI’s affordable 
housing comes through the State’s Historic  
Tax Credit projects.  

Restored historic stone walls and trained 
a cohort of volunteers. Partnering with the 
Preservation Society of Newport County, we 
continued our Stone Wall Initiative on Aquidneck 
Island. This year we repaired the walls at Glen 
Farm (Portsmouth), Norman Bird Sanctuary 
(Middletown) and a new project at Miantonomi 
Park (Newport). 39 volunteers participated in the 
projects, restoring 440 linear feet of walls. Over 
the last four years, over 2,000 linear feet of walls 
have been repaired. Thanks to the van Beuren 
Charitable Foundation’s support, funding has 
been secured for this program into 2024.

6.
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Preserve RI strives to be a first-class steward of the 
properties under its care—a constant challenge with the 
rapidly rising costs of labor, materials, and insurance. 
The sustainability of historic buildings has become 
a key theme both in our statewide work and in our 
own properties. Preserve RI advocates for keeping old 
places in active use. We use our properties in a variety 
of ways: Dexter House in Providence serves as our 
headquarters, the Walker House in East Providence 
is an experiment with urban farming, and the Lippitt 
House Museum provides both community programs 
and contains income-producing residential units.

Conservator Wenda Kochanowski 
doing on-site treatment in the 
Lippitt House Hall. 

Stewardship and Sustainability

10.
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Exterior painting and carpentry 
repairs were completed at 
the Philip Walker House (East 
Providence), while the chimney 
at the Jeremiah Dexter House 
(Providence) was repaired and 
repointed along with interior 
plaster repairs due to water 
damage. At Lippitt House Museum 
(Providence) an interior paint 
conservation project was started 
for the elaborate decorative 
finishes, made possible with a gift 
from the Felicia Fund.

Providence’s Dexter House (c. 1754), 
home to Preserve RI’s headquarters.



PRIORITIES FOR 2024

•	 Communicate the benefits of historic preservation for all Rhode Island communities and build 
awareness of Preserve RI’s programs that help save and reuse historic places.

•	 Expand our preservation easement portfolio, helping institutional and private property owners 
ensure the future of their historic properties.

•	 Advocate to improve the functionality of the state’s Historic Tax Credit program.

•	 Increase the availability of the English Language Learner Civics program at Lippitt House Museum  
to help immigrants prepare for citizenship. 

•	 Identify a sustainable future for the Philip Walker House in East Providence, including 
rehabilitation of the property to an excellent condition. 

•	 Continue capital improvements at Lippitt House including completing installation of a new fire 
safety system, restoring interior paint finishes and planning for a major brownstone/repointing 
project.

In addition to contributions that directly supported Preserve RI’s programs and operations, last year we raised 
over $220,000 to support special preservation projects across the state.

Financials

2023 OPERATING REVENUE*  |   $832,207 *Unaudited Financials

9%
Fee for Service  
& Admissions

39%
Endowment 
Distributions

34%
Contributions  
& Sponsorships

4%
Other

11%
Rental 
Income

3%
Grants

2%
Office & General

3%
Outreach

5%
Insurance

10%
Facility &  
Utilities

70%
Personnel

10%
Professional 
Fees

2023 OPERATING EXPENSE*  |   $813,510 *Unaudited Financials
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“Rhode Island’s historic places are essential contributors to  
the unique character of every city and town, while also playing  

an important role in increasing tourism, economic development,  
and affordable housing. Finding productive uses for  

old buildings is key to their preservation.”

~ Valerie Talmage, Executive Director

Walker House in East Providence
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$50,000 & Higher
The 1772 Foundation
van Beuren Charitable Foundation
Kenneth and Dorothy Woodcock*

$10,000 - $49,999
Anonymous
Jeffrey and Stephanie Jarczyk*	
Town of Portsmouth / Aquidneck  
  Stone Wall Initiative		
United Congregational Church  
  of Little Compton / Preservation  
  Easement		
John and Ann Woolsey+*(L)

$5,000 - $9,999
Vincent Buonanno*	
The Carter Family Charitable Trust
Duncan and Christina Cocroft*(L)
Compass, Inc. (L)		
Jerry and Danie Dauterive+*(L)	
Eleanor Ferguson*	
The Hope Foundation (L) 
William and Dione Kenyon+*(L)(LP)
National Trust for Historic  
  Preservation			 
The Preservation Society of  
  Newport County
Sophie Rockwell / Hibbitt Family  
  Fund*	
Dwight and Susan Sipprelle*
Jennifer and Chris Suellentrop+*(L)

$1,000 - $4,999
J. Michael Abbott and  
  Jeanne Amato+*
Gerald Abbott*
Sheryl Amaral*(L)
Shantia Anderheggen /  
  Preservation Strategies, Inc.*	
Anonymous*
Belvoir Properties, LLC		
Steven and Eliza Beringhause*(L)
Rebecca J. Bertrand+*		
Sheila and Richard Brush+*
James Buttrick*(LP)
Campus Fine Wines (L)
Kristen A. Carron Esq.	+*	
Coastline Trust Company (L)
Cornish Associates			 
Inge Chafee*(L)	

Joanne Chang and Daniel Kwan*
City of Pawtucket			 
Trudy Coxe and James Gaffney*	
Dalkey Management, LLC
Lewis and Betty Dana*	
Kristin DeKuiper*(L)	
Jeremiah E. de Rham+*(L)	
Dimeo Construction Company		
Wendy Nicholas Dorsey and  
  James Dorsey*(LP)
Jane Driver*
Durkee, Brown, Viveiros &  
  Werenfels Architects, Inc.	
The Foundry Associates, L.P.
Carol Gibson and Tim Wasco*
Thomas P. I. and  
  Elizabeth Goddard+*
Theresa Guzman Stokes+*
Jeremiah Dexter Family Fund
Keene Architecture, Inc.
Kirk & Company
League of Women Voters of RI  
  Education Fund (L)
Catherine Lund and Peter  
  Karczmar*(L)
Marathon Development, LLC
Frank and Elizabeth Rollins  
  Mauran, IV*(L)
Louise Mauran*(L)
Peter and Sue Metzger*	
Mott & Chace, Sotheby’s  
  International Realty
Roberta Mundie*
Amy Oakley+*
Ronald J. and  
  Elisabeth Onorato+*(L)
Osceola Foundation Inc.
Parsons Capital Management, Inc.
Partridge Snow & Hahn, LLP
John Peixinho*	
Brett N. Pelletier+*(L)	
Torre and Patricia Peterson*(L)
Christopher and Alison Ponder+*
Providence Revolving Fund
The Public Archaeology  
  Laboratory, Inc.
Rhode Island Historical  
  Preservation and Heritage  
  Commission
Michael W. Rossi Ph.D.*
Kathleen A. Ryan, Esq.+*
Ryan, LLC
Roger Williams University
William D. Saunders*(L)
B. Clarkson Schoettle	 +*
Michael Sherry and  
  Janice Anthony+*

Austin and Susan Smith*(L)
Amy and Tobiah Sonder+*
South County Tourism Council
Frederick Stachura
Luise Strauss*
Valerie A. Talmage*(L)	
Tony and Virginia Thomas*
The United Theatre
Unity Park, LLC
Rosalind M. Weir+*	
The Washington Trust Company
Shawen Williams and  
  Andrew MacKeith*(L)	
David and Deirdre Wrenn*(L)	

$500 - $999
Adler’s Design Center & Hardware
David Andreozzi
Joseph and Holly Andrus
BankRI	
Kimberly Smith Barnett+
Brewster Thornton Group  
  Architects, LLP
Thomas Bryson
Abigail Campbell-King+(L)
Zechariah and  
  Elizabeth Lee Chaffee (L)
Chifferobe Atelier (L)
Citizens Bank, N.A.
Consigli Construction Co. Inc.
Crocker Architectural Sheet  
  Metal Company, Inc.
Barbara and Thomas Donnelley (L)
John Lyman Dyer
Easy Entertaining (L)
Heritage Restoration Inc.
Historic New England
Warren and Janet Jagger
Abigail Jenkins and Jeffrey Boal
Kirby Perkins Construction
Stephen Lane
LLB Architects	
Erica Luke+
Carla McConnell and Jim Perlberg
National Trust Insurance Services
Tom Peterson
Pezzuco Construction
E. Pierre and Sarah Morenon
Alexandra Reynolds (L)
James and Dawn Robertson (L)
Saccoccio & Associates Architects
Lucy Saunders (L)
Jenny and Stephen Schweich (L)
Scott’s Doors & Windows
Greg Slattery and Scott Mansfield

2023 Donors South Kingstown Land Trust
Charles and Julie Steedman (L)
Structures Workshop, Inc.
Maureen Taylor and  
  Dexter Strong (L)
Taste Design, Inc.
TRAC Builders, Inc.

$100 - $499
Alex Allardt	
Anonymous (L)
Anonymous (L)
Anonymous
Anonymous
Arthur H. Carr Fund	
Douglas Atkins (L)
Babcock-Smith House Museum 
James and Deborah Baldwin	
Ian Barnacle	
Harrison and Arria Bilodeau	
Bissinger Family, LLC 	
Michael Crawford Booth	
Peter H. Borgemeister, Jr.	
Elisabeth Brassard (L)
Christina and Gary Brophy	
Nicholas Brown*	
Elizabeth Bullock and  
  Stephen Jordan (L)
Eleanor Chance Burgess	
James Burress	
Mr. and Mrs. Carlo N.  
  Calcagni (L)
Elaine Caldarone	
Casa Buena Builders
Michael Cassidy	
Mary Ann Caws (L)
Charles E. Millard, Inc.	
Eileen Collins	
Abigail Congdon	
Michael R. Corcoran	
Hollie Courage (L)
Michael and Elizabeth Cullen	
Peter Damon	
Cornelis de Boer	
Debug Pest Control
James DeRentis and  
  Brett Smiley (L)
Morgan Devlin and Karl Treen	
Michael and Nancy Donohue	
Marc Doughty (L)
Elizabeth Drayton	
BJ Dupré	
E.F. O’Donnell & Sons Co., Inc.	
Barnaby Evans	
Tripp Evans and Edward Cabral	
Dr. Mary-Beth Fafard (L)
Dr. Frank John Faltus	
Fred Faria	
James and Hope Farrell (L)
Dave Ferkinhoff	
David Ford	
Christopher Frantz-Dale	

Erin Franzo (L)
Frerichs Farm (L)	
Ann P. Gallagher	
Ken Garrepy	
Lawrence Gillheeney (L)
Shirlyne Gobern	
Granny Squibb’s Organic  
  Iced Tea (L) 
Peter and Sandra Greenman	
Arthur and Caroline Gregory	
John Grosvenor and  
  Cheryl Hackett	
Eric and Sarah Hertfelder (L)
Heritage Alliance of Pawtucket	
Doug and Nancy Hinman	
Historic Wickford	
Mike and Sue Hogan (L)
Scott W. Hudson	
Josh Jaskowiak	
Petra Jenkins (L)
Louis F. Jodry	
JWB Masonry	
David Kelleher	
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Kessler, Jr.	
William and Linna Kite
KITE Architects, Inc.		
Landscape Elements, LLC	
Mr. and Mrs. Larry D. Lavers	
Francis J. Leazes, Jr.	
Virginia Leslie	
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Lewis
Libra Planners	
Mark and Susan Lippitt (L)
Bernard Luger (L)
JHL Tecture	
Matt and Paula Marcello	
Susan Marcus	
Leigh Maroney (L)
Stephen Marsella	
Rebecca Mayer (L)
Rhonda McBurney (L)
Pauline Metcalf (L)
Andrew and Tina Miller (L)
Larry and Denise Monastesse	
Michael and Sandra Moriarty (L)
Elizabeth and Douglass Morse	
Kelsey Mullen	
Narragansett Historical Society 
National Preservation Partners  
  Network (L)
Carl and Pam Neal
Newport Restoration Foundation
North-Eastern Tree Service, Inc.
Dr. and Mrs. Robert O’Neill	
Kenneth Orenstein and  
  Barbara Feibelman	
Dawn Pasquin (L)
Dylan Peacock	
Rachel Peirce	
Christine Pellegri	
William Penn	
Laurence Phillips	
Stephanie Principe (L)

Providence Preservation Society
Nick and Tracy Rabar (L)
Tina Regan	
Russell and Carla Ricci	
William Ricci, Jr. (L)
Zachary Rice	
Rebecca R. Riley	
Mr. and Mrs. Roland R. Rivet	
Arnold Robinson		
Christa Rotolo	
Charles Brent Runyon	
Kaity Ryan	
Jill Sabo		
Salve Regina University 
Mary Louise T. Sanborn (L)
Carole Saracco and  
  Tomas Fratini (L)
Catherine Saunders (L)	
Henry and Julie Sharpe	
Mrs. Peggy Sharpe	
Mary A. Shepard (L)
Deming and Jane Sherman	
Lisa Sienkiewicz	
Lee Silvestre	
Madeline Smith	
Barbara Sokoloff and  
  Herbert Rakatansky	
Linda Steere	
Thomas Stevenson	
Mrs. Alice Lippitt Steyaart (L)
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church	
Ms. Sally Strachan (L)
Sweenor Builders	
William and Judy Taft (L)
Julius and Laura Tancinco	
Carol Taylor (L)
Carrie Taylor (L)
T.F. Morra Tree Care, Inc.
The Westerly Land Trust 
Anne Tillinghast	
John Trevor and  
  Eugenie McPherson-Trevor	
Paul Trudeau	
Suzanne E. Turcotte (L)
Kris Turgeon	
Mary Brooks Wall	
Suzanne J. Ward (L)
Duncan and Kate Welch (L)
Alice Westervelt (L)
Stephen White	
Carter and Allison Wilkie	
Scott Wolf	

Under $100
Peter and Susan Allen	
Susan Anderson
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous	
Mrs. R.W. Apple (L)
Ann E. Arnold	
Gary Avigne (L)

LEGEND: 
+ Trustee 
* Anchor Circle  
 Member 
(L) Lippitt House    
 Museum Donor
(LP) Legacy Partner
(W) Walker House



Paul and Cherry Bamberg	
Theresa Barzyk (L)
Alice Beckwith (L)
Robert Billington	
Edward and Anne Bozzi (L)	
Lexi Cardoso (L)
Cheyenne Cazeault (L)
Jonathan and Erin Chapman	
Clifford M. Renshaw Architects 
Alex Costa	
Ms. Deborah Del Gais	
Jane Desforges and  
  Michael White	
Michelle Drum	
Alexandra Earle	
John Eng-Wong and  
  Priscilla Angelo	
Edward Famiglietti	
Maia Farish (L)
Edwin and Angela Fischer*(L)
Marilyn D. Franklin	
Charles Goldfine (L)
Cheryl Hall	
Elaine Heebner (L) (LP)
Charles and Cynthia Hewett (L)
James Hopkins	

Katherine Howard (L)
Theodore Jakubowski	
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Jenkins (L)
Robert Johnson	
Neal Kaplan	
Emily Kloeblen (L)
Monika P. Kraemer	
Peter H. LaFreniere	
Thomas Lane and  
  Linda Whitman	
Camilla Lee (L)
Steven Levine (L)
Mary B. Lippitt (L)
Erin Lynch (L)
Wendy MacGaw		
Pat and Lyn Malone	
Greg Maxwell	
Anne McAuliffe-O’Donnell and  
  Paul O’Donnell	
Mr. and Mrs. Robert McCorry	
Carley McEnery and Dakota  
  Keller (L)
Elizabeth McNab	
John Mensinger	
Sydney Montstream-Quas	
Peter Nunes	

Cynthia Opaluch (L)
Susanna Prull	
Judith Queen (L)
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Recasino	
Barbara Rhine	
Janet E. Rose	
Katherine Rosen	
Rebecca Rubin (L)
Allen and Barbara Rubine	
Ted and Carol Sanderson	
Ms. Celia Lippitt Snow (L)
Cecilia St. Jean	
Jeffrey Staats	
Dennis Stark and  
  Robert Amarantes	
Everett and Kristine Stuart	
Anne E. Tait	
Catherine Taylor (L)
Town of North Kingstown	
Robert and Nancy Whitcomb (L)
Kelly Whitman (L)
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Wilks (L)
Richard and Joan Youngken	
Kelly Zexter (L)

New opportunities make visiting the 
Museum easier and more convenient. 
Sign up in advance for a tour time 
that best fits your schedule. Can’t 
visit during the day? Now evening 
tours are offered the First Thursday of 
every month. You can even schedule 
a private tour for your own group of 
friends or family. 

Visit LippittHouse.org for tour details 
and learn about upcoming programs 
and events. 

LEGEND: 
+ Trustee 
* Anchor Circle  
 Member 
(L) Lippitt House    
 Museum Donor
(LP) Legacy Partner
(W) Walker House

“I first learned about Preserve RI’s 
work through being a volunteer at 
the Lippitt House Museum. I grew 
up on Providence’s East Side and 
had become increasingly alarmed 
with so many historic houses being 
torn down—erasing childhood 
memories! While my own home 
is modest, it adds to the historic character of the neighborhood, and I want 
to protect it. I was relieved to hear about Preserve RI’s historic easement 
program, and amended my estate to cover the cost of the easement and support 
both Preserve RI and Lippitt House. I now have the peace of mind that my 
home will continue to be part of the historic fabric of the neighborhood.” 

~ Elaine Heebner, Volunteer, Donor, and Legacy Partner 

Guests enjoy a tour of Lippitt House Museum

Matching Gift Corporations
401Gives 
Bank of America 
Ryan, LLC 

Legacy Partners
Mr. and Mrs. Oliver and Esther Ames
Mr. James Buttrick
Ms. Wendy Nicholas Dorsey and Mr. James Dorsey
Ms. Elaine Heebner
Mr. and Mrs. William W. Kenyon
Mr. James Serzan

2023 Board of Trustees
Elizabeth Alexander Goddard, co-Chair
Christopher G. Ponder, co-Chair
John M. Woolsey, co-Chair
James Michael Abbott
Kimberly Smith Barnett
Rebecca J. Bertrand
Sheila Brush
Abigail Campbell-King
Kristen A. Carron, Esq.
Jerry W Dauterive, Ph.D.
Jeremiah E. de Rham
Theresa Guzman Stokes

William W. Kenyon
Erica Luke
Amy Oakley
Ronald Onorato
Brett N. Pelletier
Kathleen A. Ryan, Esq.
Clark Schoettle
Michael A. Sherry
Amy Sonder
Jennifer Suellentrop
Rosalind M. Weir

We welcome to the Board of Trustees for 2024
Annalisa Heppner
Michelle Ruberto Fonseca

Staff
Valerie Talmage, Executive Director
Tom Peterson, Director, Development  
  and Communications
Carrie Taylor, Director, Lippitt House Museum
Paul Trudeau, Director of Preservation
Jane Bird, Lippitt House Museum Associate 
Alex Costa, Communications and Events Coordinator
Mat Hickey, Property Manager
Cathy Saunders, Lippitt Curator of Education
Emma Sheridan, Program Coordinator

MATCHING GIFTS, PARTNERS, TRUSTEES, AND STAFF:

Donor Spotlight

MORE WAYS TO 
EXPERIENCE LIPPITT 
HOUSE MUSEUM 
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COVER PHOTO 
CREDITS: The 
parsonage: Ellery 
Yahia for Mott & 
Chace Sotheby’s 
International 
Realty. Valentine 
Whitman House: 
Chris Whirlow.



Preserve Rhode Island  
957 North Main Street  
Providence, RI 02904   
401-272-5101  |  staff@preserveri.org

Make a Donation to your statewide advocate for Rhode Island’s historic places

Become a Member as an individual, business, or non-profit

Join our Anchor Circle and become a leading supporter of our work

Be a Life-long Learner and Volunteer, contact staff@preserveri.org 

Follow Us @PreserveRI on Facebook, Instagram and via our e-News

TropiGals perform at the annual 
Rosé Garden Party held at Lippitt 
House Museum, Providence.

Become involved at 
PreserveRI.org


